
Notes to Contributors

The Community Development Journal is an international and interdisciplinary journal that

aims to foster critical thinking and debate about the contestable theory and field of prac-

tice of community development. The Journal aims to compare experience internationally,

and to place policies, programmes, methods and practice in a political, economic and

social context. The Journal seeks to encourage explorations of the varying meanings

and actions associated with community development, and their social, economic and pol-

itical consequences. We are particularly interested in publishing critical considerations of

the potential offered by community development, in its various guises and at a number of

levels, to contribute to the deepening of democracy and undermining systems of inequal-

ity and oppression. Analyses of state and supra-state initiatives in this field are welcome,

as are explorations of community development initiatives as part of the wider project of

‘development’. Papers that address how social theory can provide conceptual tools for

exploring community development are encouraged. Equally, empirical studies of commu-

nity development in practice that provide insight, extend knowledge and theoretical

understanding are welcome. Rejecting the theory/practice dualism, the journal aims to

remove the artificial boundaries that separate scholars from practitioners and activists.

Articles are invited of between 3,000 and 5,000 words, excluding references and

Abstract. Submitted articles should include a word count. An abstract of no more than

150 words and up to five key words should be included. A separate front sheet should

include brief author details, current affiliation and full contact details, including an

email address. Please attach a covering letter confirming that all authors have agreed

to its submission and that it is not currently being considered by any other journal

and has not been already published elsewhere. Contributions are accepted on the under-

standing that that they constitute original work, and will not be submitted elsewhere for

publication, except as outlined in the author’s contract or without prior permission. All

relevant submissions are peer reviewed by at least two referees.

Please read our online submission instructions at http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_

journals/cdj/for_authors/submission_online.html and then submit via our online

submissions website at http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/cdj/for_authors/

submission_online.html. Authors should avoid language that is derogatory or may

cause offense. Authors should remember that they are writing for an international

readership and should write in a clear readable style avoiding jargon, clichés, acronyms

and excessively complicated constructions. Articles should be typed and double-spaced.

Authors should clearly set out at or near the beginning what issue or question

the article is attempting to explore and how this will be undertaken, summarizing the

main arguments, stating why it is relevant and any key findings or conclusions. The

text should be clearly organized with headings and sub-headings and quotations exceed-

ing 40 words displayed indented in the text. References should follow Harvard style.

Those in the text should be cited thus: author, date, page. An alphabetical Reference

section should follow the text, using the Harvard system: author, date, title, place of

publication, publisher, pages.

The Journal has a Reflections feature, an opportunity for people working in and with

communities to share their ‘thoughts from the field’. We are looking for contributions

of about 500–1000 words from people who might not normally think of writing for

an academic journal. We are especially interested in pieces that reflect on the practice/

theory relationship. Readers interested in contributing to this feature should contact



either Angus McCabe (A.J.McCabe@bham.ac.uk) or Thara Raj (thara.raj@hda-online.

org.uk).

The Journal also offers a feature entitled, Classic Texts, which provides an opportunity

to reflect on a ‘classic text’ in the field of community development, which has influenced

the either the author or the practice of community development more widely. The text

should have been around for some time, we suggest about 25 years, so that its impact

can be seen clearly over a long time-span. Readers interested in contributing to this

feature should contact Gary Craig (G.Craig@hull.ac.uk).

Books for Review

The Journal regularly reviews critical texts, research findings, and policy papers relevant

to the community development field. If you would like to suggest a suitable text for

review or act as a reviewer, please contact either of our Reviews Editors, Orla O’Donovan

(o.odonovan@ucc.ie) or Rosie Meade (r.meade@ucc.ie). Publishers are asked to send

books for review directly to the Reviews Editors at: Community Development Journal,

Department of Applied Social Studies, University College Cork, Cork, Ireland.

The contact address for the Editor is:

Dr. Chris Miller, Editor, Community Development Journal, School of Social Work, Faculty

of Social Sciences, Social Science South, Flinders University, Bedford Park, Sturt Road,

Adelaide, South Australia, 5001, Australia.

Tel. +61 8 8201 3527

Fax: + 61 8 8201 3760

Email: chris.miller@flinders.edu.au

Field Notes

This is to be a regular feature in the Journal and a space for people working in and

with communities to share their ’thoughts from the field’. We are looking for contri-

butions of about 500–1000 words from people who might not normally think of

writing for an academic journal. This is an opportunity to share experience and

ideas that come directly from practice. It can also provide a forum to reflect on

their implications for theory and policy. At some stage it may be possible to

develop a debate around particular themes, comparing approaches to common

issues in different settings.

We invite short articles that describe a piece of practice or an example of community

development. What happened? Who was involved? What was achieved? What were

the problems? What was learnt from the experience? Are there any lessons for com-

munity development policies and practice elsewhere? We are especially interested in

stories told by communities themselves or grassroots workers. Help can be provided

with written English, and we may even be able to translate from other languages if

this is easier for you.

Send contributions to Thara Raj [arnithararaj@yahoo.com] and Angus McCabe

[A.J.McCabe@bham.ac.uk] who are both members of the Editorial Board.
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